Alpha Community Survey 2016

In early 2016, Alpha community residents were surveyed regarding the future of the
community. Approximately 225 surveys and 103 completed surveys were returned for a

response rate of 45.8 percent.

Respondent Demographics

e 39 -1 person households

e 77 -2 person households

e 41 -3 person or more households

e Average age: 60-70 years of age

e Respondent households contained 25-30 school aged (K-12) children

e Respondent households contained 6-8 pre-school aged children

Nature of the Survey

The survey consisted of 14 open-ended guestions that allowed for respondents to customize

their responses. The questions were designed to elicit responses regarding respondents’ choice

of living in Alpha and what type of business and community amenities that should be pursued

in the future to attract new residents or retain current residents.

Survey Questions/Responses

1. Have you lived in Alpha long?

Yes
Probably
Don't as | get older

2. if not, what brought you here?

Family

Moved away- came back for family
Job requirements (Henry County)
Alpha is a quiet and safe town

Alpha is located midway between jobs

3. What would you like to see different about Alpha?

More businesses
Community events




Alcohol sales
Derelict properties torn down
Better enforcement of community aesthetics

Clean up around town and on Main Street

Do something with empty building on the south side of Main 5t.

Nice town but needs to be more appealing

People working together without being asked to do so
More neighborly — block parties, get acquainted events
More activities for older residents

More activities for young people

Play area for children

Family activities and events

More rentals

Green park area

Walking/bike paths

Fitness center

More yard sales

Bar/grill

Grocery store

A community identity or brand

More recycling bins

Community newsletter

Someone or some way to check on homebound residents
Fewer barking dogs

Fix up derelict properties and sell them

4. What type of improvements would you like to see here?

More businesses

Clean up Main St. and Route 150 to make community more appealing to the eye

Area for kids to play — public park, bike patch etc.
Utilization of the Legion as a community center
More activities for all ages at Legion

Alcohol sales

Look at tearing down houses/buildings and cleaning up yards of derelict

properties
Have a spring or fall paint/fix-up day in the village
Grocery store




Better website or Facebook page where one can find out more about the village,
activities, and history

Smaller residential units for seniors/condo building

Re-open bowling alley

Develop a new “identity” for Alpha — develop community as a destination
Fitness center

Offer incentives for businesses to locate here

5. Would you support them?

6. How would you feel about having a grocery store? Would you support it?

68 - YES

8-NO

Not too large

Something like a Fareway or Aldi

Anything that would be able to serve community-bound seniors

Something with good meat and reasonable prices

7. What businesses would you like to see here?

Another restaurant

Alcohol sales

Anything that brings revenue to town
Coffee/donut/ice cream shops
Bowling alley re-opened with activities
Grocery store

Bar/grill

Hardware/general store

Antiques stores

Flower/gift shop

Exercise/Gym

Casey’s General Store

Drive-thru coffee/food
Something for kids

8. Do you currently use services outside of the area/Alpha?

Yes




9. Do you like living here and do you see yourself living here for a longer period of time?
e Yes—lovethe area
e Yes—great place to walk and raise a family

e Yes —friendly town

10. What do you like or dislike most about living here?
Like
e Quiet/safe
¢ Small town living and caring people

Like knowing my neighbors

Like the friendly people
Like that it is nice and clean

e Having a Doctor’s Office and pharmacy
Good streets

A school

small but not far from Quad Cities or Galesburg

Like to ride bikes with kids around town

]

Dislike

e Residents not taking pride in their properties (derelict houses and lots)

Must commute to everything
e Not a lot to do around town
Lack of businesses

Trashy houses and lots

No smaller housing units for seniors

People should work together more

Not enough events or activities for any age residents

High property taxes

Having to drive outside of town for groceries and home needs

Rearrange sign around “welcome” sign

Check on seniors/need transportation for their appointments

Too many stray cats

11. Do you own your home or rent?
e 80 respondents —own home
e 10 respondents —rent home




12. If you were going to downsize what would you look for?
e 2 bedroom, 1 bath, attached garage, kitchen/living room on one floor —no yard
maintenance
e Ranch-style apartment
e Condo — no yard maintenance

e Anything one floor — no basement

13. Do you work within or outside a 5 to 10 mile radius of the area?
e Mostly outside

14. Would you be willing to contribute to your community? If so, in what way?
e Yes—Iwould volunteer for projects in any way | could
e Yes—if asked
e Notsure at my age
o Help clean up yards when seniors are not able to — to keep community attractive

e Take seniors to places they need to go to




